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AT THE EMPTY BOWL EVENT | 11.12.22

“ VETERAN'S
—/ APPRECIATION

EMPTY BOWL
PROJECT
ATHTTF":."J‘BIT.L"I‘.'SZRFHL? AFTER THE PARADE

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 12 Saturday, November 12, 2022

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m

S25 TICKET  spust 702 Highway 95 South

SPJST 702 HIGHWAY 95 SOUTH | ELGIN, TX 78621 Elgin, TX 78621

A fundraiser for the Bastrop County RONK O NEIEn AN
Emergency Food Pantry and local Elgin
Food Pantries. SO THEY CAN ENJOY A FREE LUNCH

www.BastropFoodPantry.org/buy-a-veteran-a-

WWW.BASTROPFOODPANTRY.ORG/EVENTS/ bowl-for-elgin-empty-bowl/

Lunches sponsored for Veteran's
benefiting the Elgin Empty Bowl
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on Elizabeth Standifer’s Mexican Land Grant

In 1827, while Texas was still under the flag of Mexico, widow Elizabeth Standifer left
Alabama to join Stephen F. Austin’s “Little Colony.” Traveling by ox cart with her
children Jacob, William, and Sarah, they arrived in 1828. Her oldest son, James, and his
wife joined them later that year. Also in 1827, 15-year-old John Thomas Litton left his
Missouri home on horseback to join his widowed Uncle Leman Barker in Texas.

The Standifers, John Litton, and Leman joined forces and lived together on Barker's
Mexican land grant on the Colorado River. The families worked in a cooperative manner
to raise crops, clear land, and defend against hostile Indians. Elizabeth married Leman
in 1830 in San Felipe before receiving her 4,429 acres. In 1834, Sarah and John

married by “bond” and began their life together on his land. Because of the secular
marriage laws in Texas, every time the flag changed Sarah insisted the couple exchange
their vows again to ensure the legality of their marriage.

Both Sarah and John participated in the struggle for Texas Independence. Sarah was
part of the Runaway Scrape where she lost their first born child. John, along with the
Standifer brothers, served with other Texans at the defeat of the Mexican Army at San

Jacinto on April 21, 1838.

Elizabeth sold half of her land to Michael Young to establish Young’s Settlement, also
known as Perryville. She died in 1838, leaving the other half of land to her children.
By 1845, John and Sarah, along with her brothers, joined Young’s Settlement. Here, the
Littons built their final home, which served as a stop for the Concord Stagecoach and
later as the Post Office when John was named Postmaster.

The Littons often hosted community dances and once, when an itinerant fiddler came
their way, he played one lively tune over and over. When asked about it, he replied that
it was “Hogeye” and it was the only tune he knew. This was the origin of the name
“Hogeye” for the Litton home and stage stop, as well as the surrounding communities,

and is used to this day.

John died in 1848, leaving Sarah to manage their property, businesses, and raise their
11 children. Sarah is buried at the Elgin Cemetery, but John lies among other heroes at

the Texas State Cemetery

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas hereby recognize, honor and mark the area of
Hogeye on Elizabeth Standifer’s Land Grant as a vital part of our Texas History.
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